
  

 

Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 

Creek Talk   
September 2010 If you can’t see pictures in this newsletter click here to view online.   
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The Mission of 
Friends of Marsh 
Creek Watershed 

is to protect, 
conserve, and 
restore Marsh 
Creek and its 

tributaries, and 
to inspire 

appreciation and 
conservation of 
the Marsh Creek 

Watershed. 
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Have You Registered Yet? 
CREEK CLEANUP  
September 25th 

To Register for Creek Clean Up 
Online go to the FOMCW Creek 

Cleanup Page located at 
http://fomcw.org/creekcleanup.html 

 

We need help with registration and other 
support tasks. If you are available please 

email volunteer@fomcw.org    

Next Meeting: 

September 2nd 
Presenter: 

Susanna Schlendorf 
Chief of Staff 

To Assemblywoman 

Joan Buchanan 
Discusses future water bonds 

and water issues being 
tackled by the state. 

Meeting will be held from 

7 to 9 PM 
at 

Liberty Union High School District 
Offices 

20 Oak Street, Brentwood 
Click Here for directions 

 

RSVPS APPRECIATED 

 

Creek Cleanup 
Approaches! 
We have 11 sites between 

Brentwood and Oakley. Bring 
friends, family, neighbors and 

member of your church or 
other organizations out to 
help! See the article about 

Creek Cleanup on the last page 
of this newsletter 

 
 
  

 

http://fomcw.org/creekcleanup.html
mailto:volunteer@fomcw.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=20+oak+Street+brentwood+ca&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF8&split=0&gl=us&ei=WVOcSrmWBJSKsgPkv-2YDg&z=16&iwloc=A


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Success is 
dependent 
on effort.”  

-Sophocles  



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For more 
information about 
Salmon in Marsh 

Creek and upcoming 
Salmon Walks please 

visit the  
FOMCW Salmon Page 



View Pictures of the 
construction of the 
Fish Ladder on the 

FOMCW Fish Ladder 
Page 

 
To share your 

pictures of the Fish 
Ladder Construction 

send Pictures to 
info@fomcw.org  

 
 

Department of 
Water Resources 
Marsh Creek Fish 

Passage Page 





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Marsh Creek Fish Ladder is  
NOW Under Construction! 

 
Water diverted and demolition underway the the last week of August. 
       
     Construction crews recently broke ground on the long-awaited Marsh Creek Fish 

Ladder. The fish ladder will allow Chinook salmon and possibly steelhead trout to 

access an additional 7 miles of Mash Creek, swim right through downtown Brentwood, 

and reach better spawning habitat located upstream. Chinook salmon have been blocked 

by a 6-foot tall cement barrier after only 4 short miles since the barrier was constructed 

to control floodwaters in 1958. The Fish Ladder is expected to be complete by the end 

of October, just in time for the annual migration of fall-run Chinook salmon up Marsh 

Creek. 

     The fish ladder consists of a series of small cement pools that rise out of the water 

downstream, go through the wall of the cement structure and end just upstream of the 

structure. After the first winter rains, when salmon swim upstream to spawn, creek 

water flows downstream and fills the pools so salmon can jump from one pool to the 

next to swim up and over the barrier. The barrier, known as a “drop structure” will 

remain in place because it is necessary to control floodwaters in Marsh Creek. 

   The project is a partnership between the Contra Costa County Flood Control and 

Water Conservation District (Flood Control District), American Rivers, Natural 

Heritage Institute, Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed, Contra Costa County, City of 

Brentwood, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and East Bay Regional Park 

District. GSE Construction Company of Livermore was awarded the contract to 

construct the ladder. 

    Most of the $315,000 in funding needed to construct the fish ladder was generously 

provided by the Flood Control District, California Department of Water Resources, 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, California State Coastal 

Conservancy and State Water Resources Control Board.  

     Salmon populations have drastically declined in the Delta and in Marsh Creek over 

the last three years. Sarah Puckett of the Natural Heritage Institute says “salmon need all 

the help they can get these days. We hope construction of the Marsh Creek fish ladder 

will be just one small step to help improve salmon populations in the Sacramento-San 

Joaquin Delta as well as in the Marsh Creek Watershed”.  
 

You can easily view the construction in person by walking along the East Bay 

Regional Park Districtôs Marsh Creek Regional Trail between Delta Road and 

Brentwood Boulevard. The trail is open during construction. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/sophocles125592.html
http://fomcw.org/Salmon_In_Marsh_Creek.html
http://fomcw.org/fish_ladder.html
http://fomcw.org/fish_ladder.html
mailto:info@fomcw.org
http://www.water.ca.gov/fishpassage/projects/marsh.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/fishpassage/projects/marsh.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/fishpassage/projects/marsh.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/fishpassage/projects/marsh.cfm
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This Month 
 

¶ SWAMP 
Monitoring  

¶ Almond Fest 
September 
10, 11 & 12th 
(Link) 

¶ Creek 
Cleanup 
September 25th 

¶ SalmonAid 
Festival 
(Link) 
September 
26th 
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Creek Cleanup is 
coming up! 

If you would like to 
get involved Creek 

Clean up 
organization 
meetings are 

underway.  Email 
volunteer@fomcw.
org or call Diane at 

925.325.2908 to 
get more 

information! 
http://fomcw.org/cre

ekcleanup.html 
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REI Awards $10,000  
to Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 

 
Stephen Noble and Karen Rarey of REI present a $10,000 check to FOMCW 

Coordinating Committee Chair Brian Curran 

 

FOMCW was awarded a $10,000 grant from REI, at last monthõs 
meeting, to help support Creek Cleanup, Earth Day Events, Martin 
Luther King Day of Service, FOMCWõs native plant gardens and to 

establish a high school internship program.  
Brentwood REIõs enthusiastic staff shows up to most FOMCW events to 

help whenever needed.  FOMCW is grateful for the REI grant and for 

their amazing support. Next time you are in REI say Thanks!  
 

Big Break Construction Under Way!  

 
Check out this cool picture found on Oakley City Councilman 
Kevin Romickȭs page http://romickinoakley.wordpress.com 
documenting construction going on at East Bay Regional 
Park Districtȭs Big Break Shoreline Park in Oakley. The 
photo is an image of the fabricators of the map doing a 
mockup on site. It also shows some of the plaza concrete 
work and the piers for the outdoor amphitheater. 

http://www.oakleychamber.com/almond-festival
http://www.salmonaid.org/index.php/events/salmonaid-festival.html
mailto:volunteer@fomcw.org
mailto:volunteer@fomcw.org


 
 

 
 
 

Funding for this 
newsletter and 

many of ou r other 

activities is 

generously provided 

by grants from the 

California 
Department of 

Conservation and 

the Contra Costa 

Community 

Stewardship Grant   
 

The statements and 
conclusions of this 

newsletter are those of 
FOMCW and not 

necessarily those of the 
Department of 

Conservation, Contra 
Costa County, or their 

employees. The 
Department and County 

make no warranties, 
express or implied, and 
assumes no liability for 

the information 
contained in the text of 

this newsletter. 
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Contact Us 

Friends of 
Marsh Creek 
Watershed 

2063 Main St., #311 

Oakley, CA 94561 

fomcw.org 
info@fomcw.org 

925.325.2908 

Marsh Creek 
C L E A N U P 

Are YOU Registered Yet? 
Get Involved: 
Step ONE:  Pick a site on our Creek Cleanup Sites Page (Click Here) 

Step TWO: Preregister Online (Click Here) 

Step THREE: Download Waiver, Print and Sign (Click Here) 

Step FOUR:  Show UP! 

Step FIVE: Celebrate!  

Get MORE Involved:   

If you want to really get involved sign up to help with helping out at the various sites. 

We need volunteers to help with registration, handing out supplies, safety supervisors 

and with the celebrations.  To help out at the sites email Diane at 

volunteer@fomcw.org.  

Be a Site Captain:  
Being a Site Captain involves attending one (possibly two) two hour meetings held in 

the evening before Creek Cleanup.  We encourage clubs and organizations to join us!   

To be a site captain email Diane at volunteer@fomcw.org.  

Have other plans?  
Support FOMCW with a donation. Donate online through Paypal (Click Here) or send 

donations to 2063 Main Street, #311, Oakley, CA 94561 
 

Are you a member of FOMCW? 
Join Now! 

 
Your support of FOMCW helps support the many ways FOMCW 

contributes to the community and the preservation and protection of 
the Marsh Creek Watershed! 

FOMCW now collects dues for membership. Regular membership dues are $30, Family 
Memberships are $45 and Students are $15. 

To renew your membership or to become a new member fill out a membership card at a 
meeting or mail your dues and card to 

2063 Main St, #311, 
Oakley, CA 94561 

For more information go to: 
http://www.fomcw.org/files/fomcw_membership_signup.pdf 

To donate to us via Paypal CLICK HERE


 

 

 

mailto:info@fomcw.org
http://fomcw.org/2010_Sites.html
http://fomcw.org/2010_Sites.html
http://marshcreekcleanup.eventbrite.com/?ref=ecount
http://fomcw.org/files/2010CCWaiver.pdf
http://us.mc638.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=volunteer@fomcw.org
http://us.mc638.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=volunteer@fomcw.org
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=BGRDKZFC4WMHA
http://www.fomcw.org/files/fomcw_membership_signup.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=BGRDKZFC4WMHA

