
  

 

Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 

Creek Talk   
May 2009 If you can’t see pictures in this newsletter click here to view online.  

THIS MONTHS 
MEETING: 

May 
14 

6PM to 8PM 
 

Over the past 
decade, the San 
Francisco Estuary 
Institute (SFEI) has 
developed an 
ongoing area of 
study in the 
emerging, multi-
disciplinary field of 
Historical Ecology. 
Given the rapid and 
complex landscape 
changes of the past 
two centuries, the 
documentation of 
landscape ecological 
history has become 
an essential tool for 
understanding 
current conditions 
and the potential for 
restoration in most 
parts of the world. 
Ruth and Abby will 
present the findings 
of the Historical 
Ecology of Contra 
Costa. This will be a 
very interesting 
presentation!! 
Don’t Miss this 
One!!!   

 

      

 
 

 

May 14th Meeting 
Features: 

 

Abigail Fateman 
Contra Costa County 

Department of Conservation 
and Development 

 

and 
 

Ruth Askevold 
San Francisco Estuary 

Institute 
 

SFEI Preview Click HERE 
 

Don’t Miss a Great Evening! 
 

The meeting will be held 
at 

LUHSD Offices 
20 Oak Street, 
Brentwood, CA 

 
click here for directions 

 
Agenda will be emailed  

next week. 
 

   
 

 

http://www.fomcw.org/files/newsletter_may09.doc
http://www.sfei.org/HEP/reports/Contra_Costa_County_single_pages_lowest_res.pdf
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=20+Oak+Street,,+Brentwood,+CA&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=46.543597,105.556641&ie=UTF8&z=16&g=20+Oak+Street,,+Brentwood,+CA&iwloc=addr
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/impaired_waters_list/app_a_303d_changes_30jan09.pdf


 

TAKE A 
HIKE! 

These are the last 
two hikes scheduled 

for spring!  

 

May 16th 
Morgan 

Territory 
Hike 

9 am to 3 pm 
Dr Jim Hale takes 

us on a tour of 

Upper Marsh 

Creek. This is a 

moderate 6-7 mile 

hike that has a few 
strenuous spots. It 

usually runs 

around 5 or 6 

hours.  See the 

wildflowers in 

bloom! 
Limited Space- 

RSVP by emailing 
info@fomcw.org or 

calling Diane at 

925.325.2908 

 
 

May 23rd 
Round Valley 
Preserve Hike 
9 am to 3 pm 

Dr Jim Hale takes 

us on a tour of 

Round Valley. This 

is a less strenuous 
hike that focuses 

on local Native 

American history, 

plant life and the 

critters that are 
native to this 

beautiful part of 

Contra Costa 

County.  See the 

wildflowers in 

bloom! 
Limited Space- 

RSVP by emailing 
info@fomcw.org or 

calling Diane at 

925.325.2908 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR………………………………………… 

Planting Days Coming Up 
Next planting days scheduled will be THIS SATURDAY May 8th and June 13th.  We 
meet from 9 AM to Noon at Creekside in Brentwood.  We will be working on 
irrigation this Saturday. Bring your gloves and hand trowels.  We are adding 
plants to our new site at Creekside Park in Brentwood!  RSVP to 
info@fomcw.org.  For More Information CLICK HERE 
 

Delta Informal Gardeners Plant Sale- May 9th 
This Saturday, take advantage of the GREAT deals on plants. This is a great fundraiser 
for a group that supports our planting efforts. The sale starts at 8:30 AM. Bring a wagon 
ÔÏ ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÌÁÎÔÓȦ 3ÁÌÅ ÉÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ 3ÈÅÌÌÙȭÓ (ÅÒÂ 'ÁÒÄÅÎȢ &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÇÏ ÔÏ 
http://www.deltainformalgardeners.org/page4.html.  
 

Brentwood Public Works Open House 
May 19th 10 AM to 1 PM 
The public is invited to come tour the Brentwood Water Treatment Plant and 
learn about the interesting work the Brentwood Public Works department does. 
There will be tours and activities for all ages.  The Water Treatment Facility is 
located at the end of Elkin Way off of Sunset. For more information you may call 
the city of Brentwood Public Works Department at 516.6000.   
Come by and visit the FOMCW table! 

Take a Hike! 
May 16th and 23rd 
Noted Biologist Dr Jim Hale will lead walks on Upper Marsh Creek. Check out the 
attached flyers and waivers. Dr Hale is an expert in the Native Americans that 
lived in this area long ago as well as the critters and plants that live in the Marsh 
Creek Watershed. Space is limited so if your group (or you or your family) are 
interested in attending please RSVP as soon as possible to info@fomcw.org OR you 
can call Diane at 925.325.2908.  These hikes are very popular and very 
informative! 
May 16th Flyer and Waiver   May 23rd  Flyer and Waiver 

Are you a Kayaker or would you like to be one? 
Early June FOMCW will put on Cleanup with the East Bay Regional Park District. 

Much of the cleanup will be done from the water ï clearing trash along the shore of 

Big Break and the mouth of Marsh Creek. We are also interested in possibly assisting 

in helping start a Kayaking Club.  Call Diane at 925.325.2908 if you or somebody you 

know might be interested! 

mailto:info@fomcw.org
mailto:info@fomcw.org
mailto:info@fomcw.org
http://fomcw.org/calendar.html
http://www.deltainformalgardeners.org/page4.html
http://us.mc11.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=info@fomcw.org
fomcw.org/files/Marsh_Creek_Wildflower_Hike_May_16.doc
fomcw.org/files/HikeWaiverMay16.doc
fomcw.org/files/Marsh_Creek_RoundValley_Hike_May_23.doc
fomcw.org/files/HikeWaiverMay23.doc


 

"Volunteering is the 

ultimate exercise in 

democracy. You vote 

in elections once a 

year, but when you 

volunteer, you vote 

every day about the 

kind of community 

you want to live in." 

Marjorie Moore 

Water Conservation 
Savings Links: 

É 

Contra Costa 
Water District 

Car Wash 
Coupons 

É 

Free Smart 
Sprinkler Timer 

Program 

Contact Us 

Friends of  
Marsh Creek 
Watershed 

 2063 Main St., #311 

Oakley, CA 94561 
fomcw.org 

info@fomcw.org 
925.325.2908 

 

FOMCW Funding Update 

Governor Schwarzenegger announced on April 22 the release of funding that was 
frozen in December 2008. This is great news because it allows the Department of 
Water Resources and the Department of Conservation to begin funding FOMCW as 
well many of the projects FOMCW has an interest in including the Fish Ladder Project, 
Creekside Park in Oakley and the Dutch Slough Project. FOMCW awaits notification 
from those agencies to get back to work! 

FOMCW is still accepting donations. At this time we are applying for nonprofit status 
so we cannot offer tax deductibility. Donations can be sent to 2063 Main St, #311, 
Oakley, CA 94561.  Thank you for your support! 

Interesting Educational (and Recreational) Opportunity 
 

 Ever wanted to learn more about the way rivers work? The UC Davis Extension is 
offering a class that focuses on these specific questions on the Tuolumne River 
this summer. Two of California's best known river experts, Jeffrey Mount and 
Peter Moyle of UC Davis, will put on this brand new 2-day field class this summer. 
The course will be conducted on the famed Lumsden to Ward's Ferry stretch of 
the Tuolumne River and will include on-river lectures and demonstrations of river 
ecology, hydrology and geomorphology.  Click here to read more... 
 

Next Monthõs Speaker 

June 12th 
CONSERVING WATER 

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE YOUR HOME 
A representative from the Contra Costa Water District will share with us ways we can 

conserve water and save money!  

 

Funding for this newsletter and many of our other activities is generously provided by a 
grant from the CALFED Watershed Program, administered by the California Department 
of Water Resources, and a grant from the California Department of Conservation as well 

as a grant from the Community Watershed Stewardship Grant Program of the Contra 
Costa Watershed Program, administered by the Watershed Project. 

 
 

http://www.harvest4you.com/
http://www.ccwater.com/smart_timer/residential.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/smart_timer/residential.asp
http://www.ccwater.com/smart_timer/residential.asp
mailto:info@fomcw.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102543436539&s=489&e=001v9e8_dqowujsuR-s22RWM83fhzee0vYkaS9fVnqtMkwNfvSPfPKsU4spPpFG8NPYEyWHcqxY-SsWd_80eA2O2OnSUnrAfKX81pBAqGo0JnkJqb1An3WBgdn9iZx1OEh-K6qz4eMjH4xJcJoG1q-CjNuSQvVxwZxrKQN3STZUO3Y=

