
  

 

Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 

Creek Talk   
March 2009 If you can’t see pictures in this newsletter click here to view online.  

THIS MONTH: 
 

March 10th         
Public Hearing - 

Central Valley Water 
Board Clean Water 

Act Section 303(d) 
List Update             

10 AM to 3 PM 

Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 

Office 
11020 Sun Center 
Drive, Suite 200 

Rancho Cordova, CA 
95670 

March 11th          
Contra Costa County 

Watershed Forum 
Meeting 9 AM at Mt. 

View Sanitary District 
Offices in Martinez 

For Information and 
Directions Click Here 

March 12th         
FOMCW Meeting 

April 4th         
Planting Day at 

Creekside Park in 
Brentwood          

Bring gloves and 
shovels to help plant 

our new site.  

For information 
regarding any 

events or 
information 

discussed in this 
newsletter email 

info@fomcw.org 

 

      

 

This Month’s Meeting: 

March 12th 
6PM to 8PM 
Featuring: 

Jim Hale 

Wildlife Biologist  
Jim will discuss the critters and native 

plants of Marsh Creek Watershed and he 
will update us on his most recent findings 

about the Native Americans that 
previously inhabited the Marsh Creek 

Watershed. Jim is a passionate and 
interesting speaker-  

$ÏÎȭÔ -ÉÓÓ a Great Evening! 
The meeting will be held 

at 

LUHSD Offices 

20 Oak Street, 

Brentwood, CA 

 
click here for directions  

Agenda will be emailed out on 

Wednesday 

 

Thank You REI !! 
A big thank you to REI for the $5000 grant to help fund distance markers on the Marsh 

Creek trail, Creek Cleanup Day (September 19
th
) our planting efforts! REI will be 

opening the first weekend of April. Be sure to go in and check out the beautiful new 

store located at The Streets in Brentwood off Sand Creek Rd in Brentwood. 

http://www.fomcw.org/files/newsletter_february09.doc
http://fomcw.org/files/CCWFMarch09.pdf
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=20+Oak+Street,,+Brentwood,+CA&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=46.543597,105.556641&ie=UTF8&z=16&g=20+Oak+Street,,+Brentwood,+CA&iwloc=addr


 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ 
imagination 
makes us 
ÉÎÆÉÎÉÔÅȢȱ 

John Muir  

 

 

 

Interesting 
Links: 

É 

Central Valley 
Regional Water 
Quality Control 

Board 303d List of 
Impaired 

Waterbodies     
Marsh Creek on  

page 23 

É 

Delta Informal 
Gardeners  (D.I.G.) 

Website 

É 

Growing Herbs in 
Contra Costa County 

É 

Recent Brentwood 
Press Article 

discussing the 
successful City of 
Oakley Workshop 

 

 

 

 

FOMCW Funding Update 

7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ 3ÔÁÔÅ "ÕÄÇÅÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÓÔÅÐ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÏ ȰÔÈÁ×ÉÎÇȱ the 
funds frozen by the Pooled Money Investment Board. The issue now is rejuvenating 
the California bond market. Once bonds start selling the bond moneys will hopefully 
become available. In the meantime, we are exploring new funding opportunities 
through stimulus money and private grant programs. 

Current projects frozen include the Salmon Ladder, the Creekside Park Restoration 
project in Oakley and funding  that underwrites staffing for FOMCW. 

FOMCW is accepting donations. At this time we are applying for nonprofit status so we 
cannot offer tax deductibility. Donations can be sent to 2063 Main St, #311, Oakley, CA 
94561.  Thank you for your support!  

U.C. Berkeley Asks Us For Comments 
The California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) hired the UC Berkeley lab to 

submit ñéecosystem management alternatives for John Marsh State Historic Park that 

address the management of vernal pools and riparian habitats, as well as preservation of 

the suite of sensitive species and biological diversity currently present in the parkéò.  

While other graduate students will focus on vegetation, special status communities, fire 

hazards, and invasive non-native plants, our student will focus on soil erosion, surface 

water drainage, and water quality. For some background on the property, you can read 

the website DPR maintains:  www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24322 .   

 

They have documentation on the delineation of the Marsh Creek watershed, the 

streamflow of Marsh Creek, drainage facilities in the watershed, and synopses of a few 

water quality reports. They asked that our group assist them by sharing our concerns 

about this parcel.   

  

Specifically: 

1)    What management activities at the park would enhance your watershed 

management approach?  What would help your activities to be more effective and 

efficient? 

2)    Are you involved with management decisions or activities on adjacent properties?  

How should these adjacent management schemes affect the approach of DPR? 

3)    Would the John Marsh State Historic Park be a good site for strategic water quality 

sampling, as part of your sampling program? 

4)    What insights or concerns can you share about Marsh and Briones Creeks in the 

Park, specifically concerning: 

     a.    Water quality 

     b.    Stream channel health 

     c.    Riparian vegetation 

     d.    Your planned fish ladder 

  

Please email info@fomcw.org any information or comments you would like included in 

our comments and suggestions. Comments and suggestions are due Friday, March 14
th
. 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/impaired_waters_list/app_a_303d_changes_30jan09.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/impaired_waters_list/app_a_303d_changes_30jan09.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/impaired_waters_list/app_a_303d_changes_30jan09.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/impaired_waters_list/app_a_303d_changes_30jan09.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/impaired_waters_list/app_a_303d_changes_30jan09.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/tmdl/impaired_waters_list/app_a_303d_changes_30jan09.pdf
http://www.deltainformalgardeners.org/homebad.php
http://www.deltainformalgardeners.org/homebad.php
http://www.deltainformalgardeners.org/homebad.php
http://ccmg.ucdavis.edu/Herbs.pdf
http://ccmg.ucdavis.edu/Herbs.pdf
http://thepress.net/bookmark/2028230
http://thepress.net/bookmark/2028230
http://thepress.net/bookmark/2028230
http://thepress.net/bookmark/2028230
http://thepress.net/bookmark/2028230
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24322


Upcoming 
Speakers: 

 
 

April-  
Anne Littlejohn 

of Regional 
Water Quality 

Board 
 

May-  
Abby Fateman 
discussing the 

Historical 
Ecology of East 

Contra Costa 
County 

 
 
 
 

Funding for this 
newsletter and many 
of our other activities 
is generously provided 

by a grant from the  
Community Watershed 

Stewardship Grant 
Program of  the        

Contra Costa   
Watershed  Program,       
administered by the  
Watershed Project . 

Are you a Kayaker or would you like to be one? 
Late May or early June FOMCW will put on Cleanup with the East Bay Regional Park 

District. Much of the cleanup will be done from the water ï clearing trash along the 

shore of Big Break and the mouth of Marsh Creek. We are also interested in possibly 

assisting in helping start a Kayaking Club.  Call Diane at 925.325.2908 if you or 

somebody you know might be interested! 

J o i n   U s  
Call 925.325.2908 if you are interested in participating in any of these activities. 

 

~BMI Monitoring ~ 

End of March ï Early April  
FOMCW and REI will be cleaning up Sandcreek and planting a Native plant garden on 

Monday, March 2
nd

.  If you would like to join us call Diane at 925.325.2908. 

 

~Take a Hike~!  

End of March- Early April  
Our favorite guide, Jim Hale, will be leading walks for us this coming Spring.  

More information to come! 

 

 

CONTACT US: 

Friends of Marsh Creek 
Watershed 

2063 Main St., #311 

Oakley, CA 

94561 
fomcw.org 

info@fomcw.org 
 

FOMCW Coordinator 
Diane Burgis 

Diane@fomcw.org 
925.325.2098 

 

 
 

 

mailto:info@fomcw.org

