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February 2009 If you can’t see pictures in this newsletter click here to view online.

We need

your help!

This Month’s Meeting:

February 12th
6PM to 8PM
Featuring:

John Kopchik

Contra Costa Department of
Conservation and Development
will discuss Creek Set Backs and

updates on the East Contra

Costa County.
The meeting will be held
at

LUHSD Offices
20 Oak Street,
Brentwood, CA

click here for directions

Minutes from January

FOMCW Funding

Mark DeSaulnier

to resol ve

Please take the time to call your local representatives and the Governor to urge them
st at e budg écisdeclined heesse of theC
budget impasses our ability to sell bonds decreases. The inability to sell bonds
eliminates the funding for road projects, parks, schools and groups like Friends of
Marsh Creek Watershed. Contact numbers are listed to the left on this newsletter.

Faxes are considered the most effective. If all you can do is make a call than that is

great too! Thanks for your help!


http://www.fomcw.org/files/newsletter_february09.doc
http://legplcms01.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=SD07
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=20+Oak+Street,,+Brentwood,+CA&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=46.543597,105.556641&ie=UTF8&z=16&g=20+Oak+Street,,+Brentwood,+CA&iwloc=addr
http://fomcw.org/files/09FebruaryAgenda.doc
http://www.fomcw.org/files/09JanuaryMinutes.doc

Water Saving Tips

Joan Buchanan

Easy Ways to Save Water

Most Water Is Used Outdoors

1 Water Shorter, More Frequently. Landscaping in sandy soil usually responds
best to shorter, more-frequent watering, such as 5 minutes once or twice a day.

71 Adjust Sprinkler Timers. Many landscapes are over-watered. If you are a new
renter or homeowner, reset your lawn sprinkler timers to use less water and
avoid large water bills, once any new landscaping is established.

71 Healthier, Easier-to-Maintain Landscapes. Try landscaping with drought tolerant

Tom Torlakson plants. They use less water than grass, are often easier to maintain, and save

water.

Easy Indoor Water-Savings Tips

1 Leaky Toilets. A leaky toilet or one that runs can waste many gallons of water
per minute. Check for leaks by placing a few drops of dark food coloring in the
tank. If colored water appears in the bowl, you have a leak. Adjusting the float
or replacing the flapper takes only a few minutes and can save a lot of water,
and money.

71 Stop Leaks of All Types. A small leak can waste as much as 170 gallons of
water in 24 hours, and much more if the leaks are larger. Generally, the
problem can be easily solved by replacing the faucet washers. The back of your
water bill has other tips for detecting leaks.

1 Common Sense Water Use Practices. Use full loads in dishwashers and
clothes washing machines. Take showe
when you are not using it.

Plumbing Changes Can Yield Major Water Savings

Molly Diggins 1 Replace Water-Guzzling Toilets With Low-Flush Models.
1 Replace Showerheads With Water-Saving Devices.

Do You Have Irrigation or Planting Skills?

Friends of Marsh Creek is excited to expand its planting areas along the creeks!
Our newest site will be along Sandcreek. We have areas that were previously ple
that got t&en out by flooding a few years ago. We need a few volunteers that have

5 Things You Can’t experience with or are willing to learn at_)out ir_rigation to help us restore the irrigat
U system. Dates scheduled to work on this project are Sunday, February 15 and S

to Recycle Them Februay 21%. Please call Diane for times at 925.325.2908s is a rather large space
so the more folks that come out the faster and easier it will be to get this first step
restoration comple

California’s Water: A
Legislative Analyst
Office Primer

CEREEENSIEEY  Are you a Kayaker or would you like to be one?

in California . . . .. . . .
We are lookingor kayakers interested in participating in a unique and fun commur
project. Call Diane at 925.325.2908 if you or somebody you know might be intere



http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a15/
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a11/
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a11/
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://www.daylife.com/quote/09oLckueky1sT?q=%22water+conservation%22
http://green.yahoo.com/blog/the_conscious_consumer/46/five-recycling-mysteries-solved.html
http://green.yahoo.com/blog/the_conscious_consumer/46/five-recycling-mysteries-solved.html
http://green.yahoo.com/blog/the_conscious_consumer/46/five-recycling-mysteries-solved.html
http://www.lao.ca.gov/2008/rsrc/water_primer/water_primer_102208.aspx
http://www.lao.ca.gov/2008/rsrc/water_primer/water_primer_102208.aspx
http://www.lao.ca.gov/2008/rsrc/water_primer/water_primer_102208.aspx
http://ca.water.usgs.gov/archive/reports/fs00500/fs00500.pdf
http://ca.water.usgs.gov/archive/reports/fs00500/fs00500.pdf

Join Us
Call 925.325.2908 if you are interested in participating in any of these activitie
~Salmon Walks
Saturdays in February
The Salmon Walks are winding down. Join us at the future site of the Salmon Le

will be for an informative walk where you will learn about the watershed.
If you would like to join us call 925.325.2908.

~Native Plart Garden-
February 14th
Give the earth a Valentine by helping plant in our new garden at Creekside Pal

Brentwood. Bring gloves and help plant native plants!
If you would like to join us call 925.325.2908.

~Sandcreek Cleanup and Planting

Monday, March 2nd

FOMCW and REI will be cleaning up Sandcreek and planting a Native plant gard
Monday, March 2. If you would like to join us call 925.325.2908.

~BMI Monitoring ~

End of March 1 Early April

FOMCW and REI will be cleaning up Sandcreek and plardiigtive plant garden ol
Monday, March 2. If you would like to join us call Diane at 925.325.2908.

~Take a Hike-!
End of March- Early April

Our favorite guide, Jim Halevill be leading walks for us this coming Spring.
More information to come!

Fundingthis month for ﬁ
this newsletter and CONTACT US:

many of our other

activities is generously

provided by a grant Friends of Marsh Creek
from the Contra Costa
County Watershed Watershed
Stewardship Grah 2063 Main St., #311
Oakley, CA
94561
fomcw.org

info@fomcw.org

FOMCW Coordinator
Diane Burgis
Diane@fomcw.org
925.325.2098



mailto:info@fomcw.org

